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2015 marked 30th anniversary 
In a landmark year, 2015 brought changes to the world of wolves 

in the U.S. and an anniversary for the International Wolf Center.

Resulting from a stunning federal court ruling in the last days of 

2014, gray wolves in Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin and parts 

of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, North and South Dakota were placed 

back under the protection of the Endangered Species Act. In 2015, 

as wolf management returned to the federal government, the ruling 

ended all public killing of wolves in the Great Lake states except for 

depredation control and defense of human life.

At home, the Center celebrated its 30th anniversary with more than 

32,000 visitors to the Ely Center and an international outreach to 

members from 29 counties. International Wolf magazine told our 

members fascinating stories about wolf populations from northern 

Alaska to the Netherlands and Isle Royale to Belarus. 

In this year’s annual report, you play a major role. Members, 

students, guests at the Ely Center and more than 500,000 

visitors on line heard the up-to-date, science-based and personally 

fascinating stories of wolves in 2015. 

Thank you for helping the International Wolf Center to “track the 

wolf,” following it’s stories of survival and challenges around the 

world 2015 and in the future.

   Board Chair
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The International Wolf Center presented its 250th Wolves at Our Door 
classroom program on April 30, 2015, to the fifth grade class of Kate 
Weidenbach at Lake Harriet Upper Community School in Minneapolis. 
The Wolves at Our Door program is made possible by a grant from 
the Minnesota Environment and Natural Resources Trust fund. This 
program, which began in October of 2014, is aimed at helping children 
understand the complex issues and public attitudes that surround 
wolves and their fluctuating protective status. 
“Chasms divide people on all sides of the wolf issue – rural, urban and 
suburban communities, hunters and non-hunters, trappers and non-
trappers, and residents and non-residents in the state’s wolf range,” 
said Center Executive Director Rob Schultz. “Our children, in particular, 
have become confused by the polarizing debates they hear about 
wolves and the misinformation that often surrounds them.”
Tara Morrison, the International Wolf Center outreach director, delivers 
the free 60-minute in-person programs. Wolf experts at the Center 
developed the science-based curriculum which includes lecture, 
discussion, photographs, videos, artifacts, and a take-home booklet. 
Students are surveyed before and after the presentation to measure 
their knowledge and understanding of basic wolf biology and behavior.

 

“Thanks for coming to our classroom to 
teach us about wolves. I now know way 

more about wolves than I did before,” said 
11-year-old Megan of Rosemount, Minn.

“Thank you a thousand times for coming to 
our school and teaching me about wolves. I 
learned so much,” said 10-year-old Greta of 

North Minneapolis.

2015 Highlights
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photo: 
Telemetry is 
used to track 
wolves
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Members from 29 countries support our mission

Visited the organization’s Interpretive Center in Ely, Minnesota

Participated in group visits and single- and multi-day programs             

Students participated in live Minnesota WolfLink interactive videoconferences

Students participated in live WolfLink global interactive videoconferences

Students used Wolf discovery kits in their classrooms across the country

Experienced the popular What’s for Dinner program

Fans followed us on Facebook.

Unique visitors to wolf.org, up from 457,241 in 2014.

public engagement



2015 Highlights

Education / Outreach
• Raptors arrived at the International Wolf Center in June. An educational exhibit, 
“Raptors! Predators from the Sky,” was opened in Ely. It featured images shot by Ely-
area photographer Heidi Pinkerton.

• A major change in admissions benefitted the tens of thousands of visitors to the 
International Wolf Center. In March, the Center announced that visitors who purchase 
admission would be entitled to a free second consecutive day. “If visitors miss a daily 
program or can only stay a short time, they now can return the following day at no 
additional cost,” said Rob Schultz, executive director. “Many visitors, especially 
photography enthusiasts, want to spend more time watching the ambassador wolves. 
We hope this added value will draw more visitors to Ely and to the Center to learn 
about wolves.”

• International Wolf Center founder Dr. L. David Mech spoke at the Bell Museum in 
December as part of its Saturday with a Scientist program.

• A popular webinar in 2015 was held in October. It included a showing of “The Wolf: 
Real or Imagined” and aimed to identify true behaviors that may be at the root of wolf 
folklore.
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2015 Highlights
Wolf Care
The wolf care staff spent most of 2015 preparing for the addition of pups in the spring 
of 2016. Since the pup acquisition involved arctic pups, which are rare in captivity, an 
extensive search yielded a source in Ontario, Canada. Even though wolves are not 
considered endangered in Canada, and the pups were captive born, their importation 
to the United States required appropriate permits under the requirement of the 
C.I.T.E.S. Treaty or Convention for the International Trade of Endangered Species. 

Other preparations included the design and construction of a wolf care annex that 
would allow direct access from the pack holding area to a heated space within the 
new facility. This design would allow the pups more freedom and space during the 
critical socialization period with staff. 

The Exhibit Pack was managing well, with Luna showing some signs of defensive 
behavior, especially around food. Her fellow packmates seemed to adjust to this 
behavioral response, and the veterinarians believe she may have some underlying 
issues with her vitamin D deficiency and bone density that could be affecting her 
metabolism. They were also concerned that the malformation of her femoral head 
might be causing her pain making her proactively defensive to compensate for her 
vulnerability. Staff started training on some body work techniques to help reduce 
Luna’s discomfort. Grizzer had a bit of a challenge during the fall of 2015 when 
construction activities began for the new annex. Blood work revealed that he had 
some low liver values, which prompted staff to add milk thistle as a nutritional 
supplement to his diet. He is definitely still active, displaying the Grizzer 500, which 
includes a playbow to staff followed by a race around the enclosure, darting in and 
out of wolf care staff in a version of keep-away.

Left:
Luna photo by 
Scott Block

CENTER: 
Denali is 
pictured in the 
enclosure.

Right: 
Boltz
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Membership / Development
• Achieved a four-star rating with Charity Navigator—the highest rating possible!

• Raised over $77,000 via Give to the Wolves Day 2015. This one-day fundraising 
event is our biggest single donation day each year.

• Held our second annual Howl at the Moon gala with guest emcee actor James 
Denton. The funds raised at the event help with ongoing wolf education work.

• Added more than 480 new memberships throughout the year. Total membership was 
over 4,400.

• Filled a tour bus during September for an Ely visit during the town’s Harvest Moon 
Festival. A special “Behind the Scenes” tour, wolf videos, trivia, programs and wolf 
viewing made the one-day event memorable and fun.

2015 Highlights
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2015 Board & Staff
Board
Nancy jo Tubbs, Chair
Camp Van Vac

L. David Mech, Ph.D., Vice Chair
U.S. Department of the Interior

Cree Bradley, Secretary
Sustainable Farming Association

Paul B. Anderson, Treasurer
Architect, Partners & Sirny LLP

Nancy Gibson, Past Chair
Naturalist and Author

Deborah Hinchcliffe
Retired Educator

Judy Hunter
Retired Girl Scouts of America

David Merhar
Retired U.S. Army

Rolf O. Peterson, Ph.D.                          
Michigan Technological University

Mike Phillips
Turner Endangered Species Fund

Deborah Reynolds
Retired Target Retail Executive

Jerry Sanders
Educator

Paul Schurke
Author and Educator

Ted Spaulding
Retired Stock Broker

Dick Thiel
Retired Biologist and Wildlife Consultant

Deborah Wells
Senior Applications Analyst, General Mills

Ray Wells 
Manufacturing Engineer, TE Connectivity

Teri Williams
Retired Administrator University of Illinois, Chicago

Staff
Administration-Minneapolis
Robert Schultz, Executive Director
Owen Platt, Executive Assistant
Sharon Reed, Director of Administration and 

Finance
Valerie Lockhart, Finance Assistant
Debbie Howell, Finance Assistant

Administration-E ly
Linda Frisell, Operations and Finance Manager

Building
Julie Richard, Custodian
Cliff Pechacek, Custodian

Communications/Marketing
David Kline, Communications Director
Carissa Winter, Web Specialist

Development
Darcy Berus, Development Director
David Kline, Development Director

Education 
Kelly Godfrey,  Program Director
Cameron Feaster, Wolf Specialist
Ann Rasberry, Program Registrar

Membership
Rebecca Mesa, Membership Assistant
Jessica Wilhide, Data Entry & Membership 
Assistant
Margo Ensz, Membership and Development 
Specialist
Sara Janson, Membership and Development 
Associate

Outreach
Tara Morrison, Outreach Director

Retail
Kirstin Nephew, Retail Manager

Exhibits
Lori Schmidt, Curator 
Donna Prichard, Assistant Curator
Plus eight seasonal interns and six retail associates

Awards
The International Wolf Center received a four-
star rating from Charity Navigator and a Top 
Rated Nonprofit badge from Great Nonprofits.

Our mission: 
The International Wolf Center advances the 
survival of wolf populations by teaching about 
wolves, their relationship to wildlands and the 
human role in their future.
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Auditors Lethert, Skwira, Schultz & Co., 
LLP,  completed an external audit of the 
International Wolf Center’s 2015 financial 
statements. A copy of the full audit report is  
available upon request. 

A summary statement of financial 
position as of December 31, 2015, 
with comparison to 2014.

2015 Expense Distribution:

ASSETS  2015  2014
CURRENT ASSETS
 Cash and cash equivalents $ 569,061 $ 430,208
 Certificates of deposit  274,271  502,981  
 Accounts receivable  16,836  4,737
 Grants receivable  20,833  25,482
 Interest receivable  983  977
 Inventory  120,251  37,833
 Prepaid expenses  22,342  8,798

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS   $ 1,024,577 $ 1,011,016

PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT (net)  718,078  791,152 

OTHER ASSETS
 Security deposits  3,617  -

TOTAL ASSETS $  1,746,272  $ 1,802,168

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

CURRENT LIABILITIES
 Accounts payable  49,438   24,356 
 Accrued payroll and payroll taxes  39,945        59,259 
 Accrued retirement contribution  2,349  -
 Credit card payable  2,762  949
 Deferred revenue  2,719  5,571

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES $ 97,213 $ 90,135

NET ASSETS
 Unrestricted operations  $ 913,341 $ 938,532  
 Board designated funds  602,538  712,689
 Total unrestricted net assets $ 1,515,879  1,651,221  
 Temporarily restricted  133,180  60,812 

TOTAL NET ASSETS  1,649,059  1,712,033

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $ 1,746,272 $ 1,802,168

Program
Membership and Development
Fundraising
General Administration

81%

3%5%
10%

2015 Financials
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$10,000 plus
Nancy Gibson and Ron Sternal
Google Inc.
The Dorothy D. and Joseph A. 

Moller Foundation
John Virr
W. M. Foundation
Estate of Charles Wiederhold

$5,000 to $9,999
Melanie Barry
Estate of Roger Brockway
Karen J. Glanert Charitable Trust
L. David and Laurie Mech
Deborah Reynolds
Jerry Sanders
Harold W. Sweatt Foundation
The White Pine Fund

$1,000 to $4,999
Albrecht Family Foundation
John Anderson
Anonymous
Apple Inc.
Buzz Avery
Eva and Milan Baranek
Johanna Bell
Kathleen Benz
Ann Beyer
Brodsky Charitable Foundation Trust
Leslie Brown and Jim Glad
MaryAnn Canning
Cindy Carvelli-Yu and Song Yu
Tim Coburn
Gloria Davis
James and Erin Denton
Connie Di Bratto
Brian and Ellen Dietz
Rick Duncan
Tom Dyke
Dorene Eklund and Jan Walter 

Skovran
Louise and Ken Esveld
Faegre Baker Daniels LLP
Louise Fleming
Friedlander Family Fund
General Mills
Michiel Gerritsen
Joe Greenhalgh
Leslie and Jerad Hahn
Randa and Stephen Hahn
Charles and Sharon Heck
Steven Houglum
Judy Hunter
Cornelia N. Hutt
Judy and Tom Jackson
Sharon and Gerald Jordahl
Susan Kennedy
Murray and Jeanie Kilgour
Dorothy Kirsch
Virginia Kluwin
Connie and Nick LaFond
Estate of Edna Mae Lamb
Deb and John Lewis

Austin and Rebekah Lunn
Donna Mack Iwanski and Brad 

Iwanski
Medtronic
Seamus and Eileen Metress
John Montgomery
Lisa Nivens
Megan Norris
James T. Nystrom Foundation
Carolyn Owen
Dana Pond
Judith Posnikoff
Bette Railton
Gail Ramee
Constance Robert Fund
Edward and Barbara Roetman
Vickie Rosskam
Estate of Grace V. Schavelin
Pierre Schlemel
Lana Schneider
Martha Schoonover
Rob Schultz and Andrew Engelhart
Richard and Betty Seid
David Smith
Ted and Barbara Spaulding
Julie and Bruce Steiner
Michael Swanson
Three Desert Winds Foundation
Nancy Jo Tubbs
University of Chicago Press Books
The Vizas Family Philanthropy Fund
Tracy A. Weeks Fund of the Saint 

Paul Foundation
James Welch
Ray and Deb Wells
Jean West
Nicholas White
Audrey Wolf
Alison Wolfe
Kathy and Brian Yelton

$500 to $999
The 2492 Fund
Anne Barasch
Robert Broman

 2015 Donors
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Denise Brown
Bruce Bryant
Michael Byrnes
Gary Chadwick
Lorianne and David Churn
Kathleen Corbett
Ann and Dodd Cosgrove
Henry Coyle
Lisa Dahl
Pieter DeVries
Melanie Donaghy
Shannon Downey Turpin
Bob Duerr
Connie and David Elledge
Alan and Sharon Fearey
Judy and Mike Fech
Valerie Gates
Mark Gittler
Edward and Cheryll Gleason
Don and Loretta Gossett
Cynthia Gray
Eva Hanks
Hatfield Family Foundation
Michael Holdgrafer
Ivancich, Inc.
Rob and Marjorie Ives
Rebecca Iwen
David Jordan
Cristi Klingman
Louise and Mike Koetters
Pamella and C. Stephen Kriegh
Robert and Kathleen Kulus
James LeBlanc
Michael Littleford
Andrea London
James and Julie Lundsted
Mary Basil and Mark Madsen
Sandi and Larry Maloney
Sylvia Manning
Dave Messinger
Microsoft
Debra Mitts Smith and Marschall 

Smith
Catherine Mohr
Natalie Mohr
Carol and Robert Mucha

Barbara Muller
Susan Myers
Lynn and Ben Oehler
Open Door Foundation
Karen Ostertag
Sandra Patmore
Pepin Family Fund of the 

Minneapolis Foundation
Carol and Michael Petersen
Chris Ramsay
Jill and David Rogers
Henry and Carol Rompage
Jean Ruth
SAD Foundation
Bradley Schumacher
Paul and Susan Schurke
Catherine Shepard
Melonie Shipman
Kathleen Shopa
Rebecca and Ronald Sinclair
Theresia Smith
Cyrus and Joanne Spurlino
Karen Sternal
Harold Streeter, Jr.
Karen Tsuchiya
UnitedHealth Group
Amy Warner and Michael Haney
Earl Webb
Jennifer Webb
Wells Fargo
Kim Wheeler
James and Gloria Wiener
Teri Williams

$250 to $499
William Allen
Michele Amacker
Ameriprise Financial
Dana Anderson
Hayes and Marilyn Anderson
Paul Anderson
Andrew Ansaldi
Taylor Arbour
Laura Ashton
Stephen Ballen

Burton Barnard and Beatrice Bigony
Dana and Glen Baugh
Donna and Gary Baumgartner
Sandra Bayer
Eric Becker
Ingrid and Eric Beyer
John Biallas
Heidi Blechar
Jeffrey and Emily Blodgett
David Blythe
Bohlings Auto Service, LLC
Art and Vicki Bomberger
Keli Bonanno
Bruce Bonecutter, Ph.D.
Robyn and John Bonson
Robin Bosshart
Kathy and David Boutros
Breitling Family Fund of 

Fidelity Charitable
Donna Breland
Kit and Awen Briem
Michael Briselli and Jeannee 

Sacken
Marian Brock
Carroll Brooks
Lorene and Kevin Brown
Jennifer and Tim Buechele
Sheri Buller
Lori Buswell
Barb Camarata and Craig Marble
Robert Carter
Brenda Cashman
Hallie Cimmarusti
Patricia Clarke
Barbara Cook
Chris and Sheila Coon
Frank Coorsen
Bob and Louise Coorsen
Don and Sandy Craighead
John and Joan Culley
Patsy and Bradley Culter
Thomas Cummins
Marian and Elton Cunningham
Mary Curtis Horowitz
Tricia and Rich D’antoni
Jill Danielson

DiAnne Davis
Ned and Sherri Dayton
Pierre de Ponthiere
Amie DeHarpporte
Doreen and Gary Deutsch
Gretchen Dittrich

Connie and Mike Dowler
Valerie Downer
Dana Drees
David Drew
Marisue Drumm
Todd Duyvejonck
Joseph Ehrbar
James and Gerry Emmel
Lindi Engelbrecht
Gus and Pat Fenton
Pamela Fluent
Kristi Flynn
Barbara Fogarty
Adrienne Forstner-Barthell
Angela and Jason Freedman
Michael Freedman
Sonia Fuerstneau and Al Cooper
Yvonne and Vic Gagliano
Jody Gathright

2015 Donors
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of the 
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Greta and Bob Gauthier
Deborah Gentile
Irene Goldman
Carol Green and Charles Nigro
Daniel and Judy Green
Jonathan Grief
Joan Griffin
Julia Hall
Nancy Harman and Terry 

Bryant
Jennifer Hart
Wesley Haut
Toni Hays
Mary Faye Hendrickson
Irma Hines
Gary Hipple
Harold E. Hodges Trust
Heather Hoff
Michael Hokkanen
The Michael H. Holmes Family 

Fund of the Ayco Charitable 
Foundation

Maya Huffman and Celine 
Charpentier

Heather Hunt
Charles Inman
Sam Jabbar
Jennifer Jones
Kerri Kachel
Yvonne Kaiser
Christian and Kathleen Kaul
Garriel Keeble and Christina 

Grekoff
Amy Kay Kerber
David and Emily Kline
Catherine Kling
Bill and Christine Klugh
Greg Korelich
Deborah Kowalski
Martin and Irma Kraimer
James Krueger
Kim Lang
Jayne Lavoie
John Laystrom

Margaret Lenci and Michael 
McKenna

Deborah and Dick Lewis
Jessica Madole and Mark 

Spickelmier
Kathryn Mahigan
Jean Mansen and Stephan Silen
Cheryl and John Medlin
Walter and Mary Beth Medwid
Terrence Miesle and Virginia 

Godfrey
Tara and Marc Morrison
Edward and Linda Morton
Marcia and Jeff Mummau
Louise Murphy
A. J. Nathanson
Norman Needel
Andi Nelsen
James Nepp and Larry Fonnest
Thomas and Victoria 

O’Connell
Lisa and Timothy Ockenfels
Penelope Oncken
Michael and Pam Pagelkopf
Diane Pardi
Janice Parker
William Parker, Jr.
Roger and Hollie Parsons
Jim and Pat Phelps
Damon Phillips
Rich Pikikero
Gerald Pinch and Marie Brasza 

Pinch
Denise Pride
Mary Quimby
Barry Rebb
Ruth and Allen Rechtzigel
Philip and Carol Rickman
Thomas Rodehaver
Susan and Thomas Rodell
Melody and Nathaniel Rowe
Patti Russo
Paul and Therese Sanborn
Brigitte Sandager

Mike Sanders
Richard Schoenwiesner
David Schroeder
Walter and Mardene Schuiling
Carol Schultz
Seevers Family Foundation
Kerry and Alexis Sharp
Audrey Sheffield
David and Diane Spangler
Laura Stearns
Linda and Robert Steenrod
Code and Ashley Sternal
Walt Stump
Mark Sugino
Joan and Edmund Swires
Peggy Tagesen
Amber Tamblyn
TE Connectivity
Leslye Teuber and David 

Albert
Karen Theis
Deborah Jean Thomson
Hugh Todd
Susan Todd
Chip Truscon and Karen 

Eldevick
Robert Tyler
U.S. Bancorp
Fogarty/Van Der Schaaf Family
Rita VanFleet
Loretta and James Verbout
Andrew and Lynn Verger
Linda Vickery
Michael Vieths
Lynn Vogel and Daniel Lang
Kathi Warfield
Joyce Wells
Art and Joanne Wessels
Dana Williams
David Williams
Billy Winkelmann
Thomas Paul Wittenbrock

2015 Donors thank you
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INTERPRETIVE CENTER
1396 Highway 169 Ely, MN 55731-8129
(218) 365-4695 • Fax (218) 365-3318

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
7100 Northland Circle North, Suite 205
Minneapolis, MN 55428
(763) 560-7374 • Fax 763 560-7368

The International Wolf Center 
advances the survival of wolf populations 
by teaching about wolves, 
their relationship to wildlands 
and the human role in their future.


